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General comments:

1) Title:  Keep the title simple, and consistent with claim 1.  Avoid words like “improved”.
2) Field:  should expand on the title slightly. Stick to the field, don’t discuss specifics about the invention. Do not include limitations.

3) Background: Set out the problem to be solved by the invention. Do not discuss the solution when discussing the prior art.  Don’t refer to a figure until after the Description of the Drawings, unless it is prior art.  If discussing prior art give a complete cite. Explain only the significant parts of the prior art and why it still presents a problem.

4) Summary of invention:  A simple object statement is useful. Do not include limitations.  The consistory clauses mimic the independent claims.  Do not use legalese e.g. if you use “said” in claims, use “the” in Summary of the invention.  Consistory clauses for dependent claims can be added, if they address key features. 

5) Drawings: A simple sentence that shows that the drawings are examples.  This is a fairly straight-forward section, but be careful to refer to the drawings as examples of the invention and NOT the invention itself when describing the drawings.

6) Description: Typically start with large component(s) from which others depend, then move to smaller components.  The detailed description should refer to all parts referred to in the inventor’s description.  If numbers are not given, assign reference numbers in order, preferably by 2’s – permits addition of additional reference numbers. Describe one embodiment first and how it works, then describe alternatives if any. Ensure that you use consistent terminology throughout the specification. Change the inventor’s description where necessary to ensure this.

7) Claims: Recite only those elements or steps needed to distinguish over the prior art ensure utility, and to define the invention.  Distinguish over the prior art with structure, not by function alone.  Use only words found in the disclosure (add words to the disclosure if necessary for support).  Do not claim a product as used (work piece), e.g. drill bit in a chuck, or a container full of a liquid – as the product is not sold in this way.

Ensure that all embodiments proposed by inventor are covered i.e. may need one or two independent claims.

Dependent claims: use them to add inventive features or elements to ensure utility one at a time. Start with features relating to the novel feature

8) Abstract: should be specific but of the same scope or broader than the main claim.  Avoid ‘claim’ type language such as ‘means’ and ‘said’, run-on sentences etc.  Make the abstract readable (it is intended for searching).  If using the main claim as a basis for the abstract, convert the claim into multiple, readable, sentences. Keep it brief, maximum 150 words.
Examples of claims Exercise # 15
1) 
A clamp holder for holding a circular clamp in position on an outer surface of a circular hose that is received within the circular clamp, the clamp holder comprising:

a holder body manufactured to at least partially circumscribe the circular clamp when the circular clamp is engaged by the clamp holder; and

one or more projections extending inwardly from the holder body such that when the circular clamp is in position on the hose and engaged by the clamp holder, the one or more projections grip the outer surface of the hose thereby holding the circular clamp in position on the hose.
2) 
The clamp holder of claim 1, wherein the holder body is manufactured of a resilient material to resiliently engage the clamp and grip the hose when in position. 

3) 
The clamp holder of any one of claims 1 or 2, wherein the clamp holder comprises one or more tabs that protrude inwardly from the holder body to be received by and thereby engage one or more respective apertures defined in the clamp.

4)
The clamp holder of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the one or more projections comprise two or more circumferentially staggered projections.

5) A circular clamp assembly comprising the clamp holder as defined in any one of claims 1 to 4, and the circular clamp engaged therein.  

6) The circular clamp assembly of claim 4, wherein the circular clamp is selected from a self-tightening clamp, a constant tension clamp, and a clamp tightened by a screw.

6) 
A method for preparing a hose to be secured to a hose receptacle, comprising positioning a circular clamp at an end of the hose using a clamp holder as defined in any one of claims 1 to 4 such that the one or more projections grip the outer surface of the hose to hold the circular clamp in position, whereby the hose so prepared can be fitted to the hose receptacle with the clamp held in position by the clamp holder, and the clamp thereafter tightened to secure the end of the hose to the hose receptable.

7) 
A method for securing a hose to a hose receptacle comprising:

positioning a circular clamp at an end of the hose using a clamp holder as defined in any one of claims 1 to 4 such that the one or more projections grip the outer surface of the hose to hold the circular clamp in position;

fitting the end of the hose to the hose receptacle with the clamp held in position by the clamp holder; and

tightening the clamp to secure the end of the hose to the hose receptable.

8)
The method as defined in claim 7, further comprising removing the clamp holder once the clamp has been tightened.


