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PLAIN SPEAK END OF SESSION

Parliamentary security 
offi  cers fear safety risk 
over new uniform policy 

Bad 
parliamentarian 
behaviour 
prevents 
Canadians from 
pursuing public 
offi ce: report 

Artur Wilczynski: Canada’s 
ambassador to Norway is out, 
proud, and not backing down 

Stéphane Dion 
is cabinet’s 
weakest link 

BY MARCO VIGLIOTTI

Slain British MP Jo Cox was a tireless, 
driven woman deeply dedicated to help-
ing the world’s most vulnerable people, 
and who always managed to bring out the 
best from her co-workers, says a Cana-
dian ministerial staffer who previously 
worked alongside her.

Louis Belanger, director of communications 
for Minister of International Development 

BY CHELSEA NASH

If you’ve recently come into contact 
with the Liberal Party of Canada in one 
way or another, it’s very likely that you 
would have received an email asking to 
“get to know you better.” Perhaps it was 
signed by Sophie Grégoire-Trudeau, or 
maybe another well-known Liberal. 

If you clicked through the survey that 
you were asked to complete, you would have 
ranked the importance of certain issues 
ranging from the economy, to the environ-
ment, to health care, and aboriginal issues. 
At the end of the process, you would have 
been asked to provide your personal details, 
including your address and your phone 
number, before being asked to please make a 
donation to the Liberal Party of Canada. 

This isn’t a new tactic, nor is it unique 
to the Liberal Party in eliciting responses 
from its base and hopefully some donations. 

BY SELINA CHIGNALL

With political life having a reputation 
for mudslinging and heckling, a recent 
report tabled by a House committee found 
this behaviour amongst parliamentarians 
prevents some potential candidates from 
entering into politics. 

NDP MP Irene Mathyssen (London-
Fanshawe, Ont.), who serves as the party’s 
deputy whip, said when she and the late Jack 
Layton would ask women to pursue public 
offi ce many declined because of the perceived 
hostile work environment. On top of the 
workload and the stress on private lives, often 
women expressed their concern over the lack 
of decorum amongst parliamentarians. 

BY TIM NAUMETZ

PARLIAMENT HILL—Members of the uni-
fi ed Parliamentary Protective Service are 
raising safety concerns over a command 
decision that new blue-black police uni-
forms—which cost $861,000—are to be worn 
by unarmed offi cers whose duties are limited 
to scanning visitors as they enter parliamen-
tary buildings and Commons galleries.

The fact the scanners, not trained to 
respond to dangerous threats, are wearing 
identical new uniforms and soft body-
armour vests worn by their police-trained 

and armed fellow service members could 
cause confusion and endanger the safety 
of the public as well as offi cers in the case 
of an attack like the 2014 one that sparked 
an overhaul of Parliament’s security force, 
members of the service believe.

The Oct. 22, 2014, attack, by a rifl e-tot-
ing gunman who burst into Centre Block 
and shot his way to the Library of Parlia-
ment before being killed in a hail of RCMP 
and Commons security gunfi re, prompted 
the Commons and Senate to unite their 

BY CHELSEA NASH

Artur Wilczynski’s very fi rst media 
coverage upon his arrival to Oslo, Norway, 
was a “glossy centrefold” in Blikk maga-
zine, a Norwegian publication focusing 
on LGBTQ issues. The headline read, “From 
Canada with love,” and it’s a pretty good 

characterization of what the Canadian 
ambassador brings to his posting in the 
Scandinavian country. 

Mr. Wilczynski said he has an obliga-
tion to use his position of privilege — as he 
describes it — as a platform to advocate for 
LGBTQ rights, among other things. When 

OTTAWA—Parliament has risen for the 
summer. By and large, the Trudeau 

government will be happy with its per-
formance and that of many members of 
the federal cabinet. There is, however, one 
dramatic exception: Stéphane Dion, the 
minister of foreign affairs. Dion is the 
weakest link in the Liberal regime.

By all reports, Dion is a man of great 
integrity and intellect. He most certainly 
helped hold Canada together after the 1995 
referendum and was a key architect of the 
Clarity Act. He has been a dutiful servant 
of the Liberal party. It took a lot of courage 
and guts to hang around in Liberal ranks 
after his disastrous leadership of the party 
in the 2008 federal election campaign.

Perhaps it was for all of those reasons, 
along with previous cabinet experience, that 
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For Canadian 
politicos 
who knew 
her, murdered 
British MP 
was passionate, 
dedicated 
advocate 

A visitor’s bags are checked on the Hill by a Parliamentary Protective Service member wearing the 
new uniform Friday. The Hill Times photograph by Jake Wright
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OPINION BREXIT

OPINION INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

LONDON, U.K.—On June 23, Britons 
head to the polls to vote in a national 

referendum on their future, and argu-
ably the future of the 28-member Euro-
pean Union. The question on the ballot is: 
“Should the United Kingdom remain a 
member of the European Union or leave 
the European Union?”

The referendum stems from a promise 
Conservative Prime Minister David Cam-
eron made in the last election, in which he 
won a surprise majority government on 
May 7, 2015.

Fresh in the minds of U.K. voters is 
the Scottish referendum held on Sept. 18, 
2014 in which 55 per cent of Scots voted to 
remain in the U.K.

Leading the Remain campaign is Prime 
Minister Cameron, who negotiated better 
terms for the U.K. from the EU earlier this 
year. The changes would take effect im-
mediately following a successful Remain 
vote. Highlights include keeping the pound, 
protecting the fi nancial services industry in 
London, and ensuring the U.K. can run its 
own affairs.

The Leave or Brexit campaign is led 
by the U.K. Independence Party (known 
as UKIP), which won 13 per cent of votes 
in the May 2015 general election. Former 
London mayor Boris Johnson is one of the 
more high-profi le Brexit supporters.

International leaders have weighed 
in supporting the Remain side, notably 
United States President Barack Obama, 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
and leaders Canadians, familiar with refer-
endums on Quebec separation (1980, 1995), 
and constitutional issues (Charlottetown 
1992) know the user manual for how things 
play out. Months or years of political wran-

gling between elected leaders, business, 
NGOs, and concerned citizens. Blanket 
media coverage. Daily polls. Increasingly 
strident messaging. Threats. Emotional 
blackmail. Constant vitriol.

And, in Britain’s case, death. A key is-
sue in this referendum debate is the U.K.’s 
ability to control immigration. Indeed a 
Leave campaign billboard unveiled by 
UKIP leader Nigel Farage June 16 featured 
a sea of Syrian refugees under the slogan 
“Breaking Point: The EU has failed us all.” 
Among its critics, J.K. Rowling described 
the billboard as, “an almost exact duplicate 
of propaganda used by the Nazis.”

The same day the Leave immigration 
billboard was unveiled, Labour MP Jo Cox 

was assassinated in her Yorkshire riding. 
Her killer shouted “Britain First.” A staunch 
supporter of immigration, she was a young 
energetic MP whose life was dedicated to 
social justice, and humanitarian issues. In 
her words, “We are far more united and 
have far more in common with each other 
than things that divide us.”

The murder put the referendum cam-
paign on pause over the weekend. In a 
rare move, Prime Minister David Cameron 
recalled Parliament to allow for proper 
tributes in the House of Commons. They 
were from all parties, praising her dogged 
persistence in the quest for social justice. 
She leaves a husband, two small children, 
and legions of friends and followers. A free 

spirit, she lived on a houseboat moored on 
the Thames, and reportedly used a rubber 
dinghy with an outboard motor to get to 
Parliament. Cox would have celebrated her 
42nd birthday on June 22.

The national mood changed, and so did 
the polls following the death of Jo Cox. The 
Remain camp surged ahead. It gained fol-
lowers, notably Virgin’s Richard Branson, 
and the English Premier League football 
chiefs. The Times headline on June 21 read, 
“Pound soars as markets bet on a Remain 
victory.”

How would Canada treat the U.K. if 
it votes to leave the EU on the issue of 
trade, for example? In February, Trade 
Minister Chrystia Freeland announced 
the completion of the legal review of the 
Canada-European Union Comprehensive 
and Economic Trade Agreement (CETA). 
It’s currently in translation into French and 
21 other EU languages. Will it get lost in 
translation in the event of a Brexit vote?

Finance Minister Bill Morneau was in 
London June 14 to reiterate Canada’s sup-
port for the U.K. to remain in the EU. He 
stated, “As the British people make their 
choice in the coming days, they should 
know that if the U.K. were to leave the EU, 
British families would not benefi t from the 
jobs and opportunity CETA will create.”

Polls remain extremely tight as the ref-
erendum day approaches. There’s an age 
split in voters, with younger Britons more 
likely to vote to stay in the EU, while older 
voters want to Brexit. As in Canada, older 
voters have a greater tendency to actually 
go out and cast a ballot.

Unlike Canada, partial results are not 
announced during referendum night cover-
age. Counts only start coming in once all 
the votes are verifi ed in respective ridings. 
Thus viewing parties are scheduled from 1 
a.m. to 5 a.m., in the wee hours of Friday, 
June 24.

It’s a vote steeped in history, for the 
U.K. and for Europe. The Commonwealth 
has been populated with waves of immi-
gration over the centuries from the British 
Isles. We all have a keen interest in how 
this turns out. May the politics of hope 
prevail over the politics of fear.

Stephen Hendrie is an Ottawa-based 
consultant on Arctic issues and a freelance 
writer.

The Hill Times

On June 24, an important element to-
ward the goal of fostering innovation 

in Canada will come into force.
New provisions in the Patent Act and 

Trade-marks Act will protect confi dential 
communications between clients and their 
patent and trademark agents made for 
the purpose of seeking or giving advice 
with respect to any matter relating to the 
protection of an invention or trademark, 
respectively.

Such communications with agents 
(whether or not they are also lawyers) will 
be protected from disclosure in court and 
administrative proceedings by a privilege 
akin to solicitor-client privilege.

These enactments bring Canada’s laws 
into line with other jurisdictions that have 
seen the need for privilege in order to 
promote full and frank communications 
between clients and their patent and trade-
mark agents.

Privilege in these communications 
ensures that the best advice is received in 

connection with establishing these valu-
able legal rights. The amendment also clos-
es a gap where communications protected 
as privileged in other jurisdictions may 
have been susceptible to discovery through 
Canadian proceedings. This was a particu-
lar problem for clients having worldwide 
patent and trademark portfolios.

This is a very positive step for Canadian 
businesses and universities, as well as for 
innovation in Canada.

Another relatively simple but important 
legislative step should now be taken to help 
foster a culture of innovation in Canada.

If the government wants to encour-
age entrepreneurs to grow, innovate, and 
export, it must see that its innovation 
professionals are regulated like the other 
professionals it hires (lawyers, engineers, 
architects, and actuaries, for instance).

However, the current regulatory frame-
work for patent and trademark agents is 
not complete, likely because patent and 
trademark agents are among the rare 
professions under federal jurisdiction. 
Fortunately, examples of professionally 
regulated professions abound in Canada 
and the solution is for Parliament to adopt 
legislation to empower the profession to 
complete the regulatory framework (code 
of ethics, discipline process, etc.) to better 
protect the public interest.

The creation of such a regulatory body 
would be another positive step for inno-
vation, at no cost to government. In this 

regard, the Intellectual Property Institute 
of Canada welcomes the current consulta-
tion by the government on a governance 
framework.

IPIC has been supporting innovation 
since 1926 and we look forward to con-
tinue doing so with Parliamentarians and 
offi cials.

Peter Wilcox is president of the Intellec-
tual Property Institute of Canada.

The Hill Times

UK referendum: hope vs. fear

Innovation: A step in 
the right direction, with 
another one to come 
If the government 
wants to encourage 
entrepreneurs, it should 
see that innovation 
professionals are 
regulated like others. 
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We offer specialized packing, shipping, customs 
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Westmount Moving 
International has been 
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services to Diplomats 
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Please contact Westmount 
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on your upcoming move.
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